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TRACK SUITS 


Bend. Lift. Throw. Anything you 
like. And this track suit stretches 
right along with you. Like a sec- 
ond skin. Washes easily, drips 
dry. Nylon zippers on jacket and 
legs match the fast colours; 
green, navy, royal, red, black and 
the girls’ “favourite — white. 
Ladies’, £8.7.6, Men's, £8.17.6 
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South Australia at the M.C.G. on. 
Wade (Geelong), John 
Peck (Hawthorn). 


pur} 


plenty th rou th the sticks. 


many full 
trait, with full forwards. 
John, Peck is the “old reliable” 


Who would be your choice? 
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- What We Say... 


Who will be chosen as full forward for the Victorian team to play 
june 
gdale (North Melbourne) and John 


Wade would, no doubt, be favourite for the 
& Bs lendid mark, leads fast and at the right time as 
nit times he does miss some easy shots, but he also puts 


igdale, like Wade, is a safe and often spectacular mark. 
He hay oe and the experience of over 120 games with North. Like 
estes he is not always accurate, but this seems a modern 


rather than the glamour player. 
‘A follower turned full-forward, he is a smart man in front of goals. 








Three aspirants stand out 







ition if fit. He is 
shows keenness, fire 










The Editor 
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PIN UPS 


Ted Whitten (Footscray) Cover 
Bob Murray (St. Kilda) ... 
Peter Hogan (Richmond) 
Fred Wooller (Geelong) 
Jan Collins (Carlton) 
Kevin Murray (Fitzroy) 
Geelong Football Team 5 
Elkin Reilly (Sth. Melbourne) 23 
Tan Shelton (Essendon) .... 

Ken Beck (Hawthorn) 
Bernie McCarthy (Nth. Melb.) 23 
Paul Doran (Essendon) 27 












i PLAY ON 


Terry Young's Brownlow Medal Story 
in the last issue of “Footy Fan” has 
prompted a request for us to name the 
position on the field of Brownlow Medal- 
lists when they won: 


1924—Greeves, E., Geelong centre 
1925—Watson, C:, St. Kilda centre 
1926—Warne-Smith, I., Melb. follower 


1927—Coventry, S., Coll’wood follower 


1929—Collier, A., Coll’wood follower 
1930—Judkins, S., Richmond wing 
1931—Bunton, H., Fitzroy rover 
1932—Bunton, H., Fitzroy rover 
1933—Smallhorn, W., Fitzroy wing 


1934—Reynolds, R. S., Essendon rove 
1935—Bunton, H., Fitzroy 
1936—Ryan, D., Fitz, centre half ‘back 


1937—Reynolds, R- S., Essendon rover 
1938—Reynolds, R. S., Essendon rover 
1939—Whelan, M., Collingwood centre 
1940—*Fothergill, D., Coll’'wood rover 
*Matthews, H., Sth. Melb. wing 
1941—Ware, N., Footscray _ follower 
1942-45 Award suspended during war. 
1946—Cordner, D., Melb. _ follower 
1947—Deacon, B, J., Carlton 
centre half back 
 R’mond- follower 
R,, Sth. Melbourne 
centre half back 
1950—Ruthven, A., Fitzroy rover 
1951—Smith, B., Geelong back pocket 
1952—Wright, G. R., R’mond follower 
1953—Hutchinson, W. H., E'don, rover 
1954—Wright, G. R., R’mond. follower 
1955—Goldsmith, F., Sth. Melbourne 


1948—Morris, J. 
1949—Clegg, 





full back 
1956—Box, P., Footscray centre 
1957—Gleeson, B., St. Kilda follower 


1958—Roberts, N., St. Kilda 
centre half back 

1959—Skilton, R., Sth. Melb. _ rover 
1960—Schultz, J., Footscray follower 
1961—James, J:, Carlton half back flank 
1962—Lord,A, Geelong centre 
* Equal First, 

‘The Medal has never been won by a 
centre half forward, full forward or half 
forward flanker. 





THE"FOOTY FAN" SHOW 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT ON 


AND REPLAY SATURDAYS AT 
@ INFORMED COMMENTARY BY 





RON BARASSI 
Star player and our feature 
interviewer 








HARRY BEITZEL 
Our columnist and joint top 
tipster lost seaton 


3GL 3UL 
GEELONG WARRAGUL 
6.15 p.m. 6.45 p.m. 

11.45 a.m. 10 am. 


@ SELECTIONS BY OUR TIPSTERS 





LINDSAY STEWART 
Joint top tipster last season 


3SR 3YB 
SHEPPARTON — \VARRNAMBOOL 
7.45 p.m. 7.45 p.m. 
9.55 a.m. 12 neon 


@ AND CHAIRED BY 





BRUCE SKEGGS 
Editor of “Footy Fan” 
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‘@ DICK BURKE (South Melbourne) 


Age 24, 6 ft. 4 in., 13 st. 12 Ibs. Dick 
and his wife are very proud of their five 
months old daughter, Jan Michele. Dick 
has come up with the Swans from the 
fourths. He graduated from the thirds 
in 1959 and has played 54 games since. 
He rates W. Gunn as the footballer with 
the greatest natural ability. His other 
sports hobby is golf—Kevin Holburt. 









© NAN WOODLEY (Hanthor) 


Age 27, 6ft. 4 ins, 14°st. 2 Ibs., fol- 


lower. Alan “The Colonel” Woodley is 
‘a qualified chemist and osteopath. He 
had to interrupt his football career for 
three year's study in England to qualify 
as an osteopath. Alan came to Hawthorn 
from the Xavier College team and has 
played 113 senior games. He was in the 
1956 Carnival side, is a beautiful long 
drop kick and knocks accurately to his 
rover. During the summer, he plays 
squash.—Harry Douglas. 





© COLIN SLEEP (Fitzroy) 


Age 18, 5 ft. 9 ins. 11 stone, centre 
wing. Taxation clerk Colin Sleep hopes 
to make two “collects” personally some 
day - . . an accountancy certificate and 
interstate selection. Colin came to Fitz- 
roy from Horsham in 1961. He has 
played seven games swith i the ion, says 
his first his biggest 
moment but getting his ft first kick the 
most worrying. Features of his game 
are his pace and marking ability and he 
hopes to improve as a kick. The open, 
play on style favours his game. He says 
Keith Robertson (North Melbourne) is 
the hardest rival he has met. His other 
sports hobby is tennis—Peter Smith. 
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e PETER STEWARD (Nth. Melb.) 


Age 21, 6 ft. 3 ins. 13 stone, centre 
half back. North talent scout Mr. Bat 
Curran recruited Peter Steward from 
Kerang in 1962, where he had played 
at centre half forward in 1960-61, kick- 
ing many goals. He has since played 
20 games with North and looks like play- 
ing 120 on his present form. He is a 
great high mark and his 60 yard punt or 
drop kick is a pleasure to watch. He 
likes the fast play on game and hopes to 
play in a premiership side. His biggest 
thrill so far was North’s one point win 
over Hawthorn. Says Ken Goodland 
has been his hardest opponent. He is 
admired by fellow players as a great 
clubman. Also plays cricket, tennis and 
golf.-George Stewart. 





© LEN MANN (Melbourne) 

Age 24, 6 ft. 3} ins., 13 st- 10 lbs., 
tuckman. Len joined the Demons from 
Merbein in 1959, has played 38 games 
since. He is a rigger with Melbourne 
Neon Pty. Ltd. Len achieved one ambit- 
ion when he played in Melbourne's 1960 
premiership side. The other is to play 


100 games for Melbourne. ‘Although 
unspectacular in his play, Len is an awk- 
ward opponent. He palimé the ball well 


and. can be relied upon to take a good 
mark around the ground. He rates John 
Nicholls (Carlton) the most difficult ruck 
he has met. Len finds swimming keeps 
him sufficiently fit during the summer. 

—Maurie Gibb. 






@ MERV HOBBS (Footscray) 

Age 20, 5 ft. 9 in-, 10 st. 8 Ib., rover. 
Merv has already achieved a major am- 
bition of every footballer -- to play in 
a V.F.L. Grand Final. It was the 1961 
Grand Final which the Bulldogs lost to 
Hawthorn, His high marking when spell- 
ing forward, was born of necessity when 
he played for Daylesford and had to get 
most of the goals, Merv originally played 
with a Footscray junior side, and’ since 
returning from Daylesford in 1961 has 
played 33 games and to May 4 had 
kicked 58 goals. Merv, who is single, 
recently started his own printing and 
itionery business in Ferguson St., Will- 
iamstown and appropriately named it “Hi 
Mark Press”.—Roy Jamieson. 











@ PETER BARRY (Carlton) 


Age 25, 6 ft. 2 ins., 12 stone, full back. 
Peter Barry started on Carlton’s forward 
line. and his position was uncertain until 
star full back George Ferry retired Then 
Peter found his niche. He has starred at 
full back and has no desire to play at 


any other position. Peter's features are 
judgment and anticipation rather than 
vigorous play. Says the game is too 
fast now to be rough. He had his big- 
gest thrill in his first match when he 
kicked three goals and has now been with 
Carlton five years and played 64 games. 
He has a younger brother who stands 
6 ft. 1 in. who may one day wear the 
Carlton guernsey. Peter works with the 
P.M.G. and his off-season hobbies are 
cricket and golf. A morning ritual of 
his football day is to give his car a wash. 

—tLindsay Stewart. 

















© TERRY CALLAN (Geelong) 


Age 24, 5 ft. 10 ins, 11} stone, back 
pocket. Terry is a business executive and 
is single. He is players’ representative 
on the Geelong committee and is rated 
one of the best back pockets in the Lea- 
gue. Terry was a ready made star before 
he joined the Cats. He played several 
seasons with Geelong Amateurs and won 
a place in the All Australian Amateur 
team. After several games as a rover with 
the Reserves in 1960, he won senior selec- 
tion half way through the season and has 
now played 49 games. He was selected 
for the Victorian team in 1961. Terry 
displays uncanny anticipation in defence 
and is able to rely on his judgment to 
mark the ball at the right time. He is 
possibly the safest and most spectacular 
chest mark in the game.—David Coburn. 





@ BRIAN DIXON (Melbourne) 


Age 25, 5 ft. 9 ins., 11 st. 8 Ibs-, wing. 
Brian, who will celebrate his 26th birth- 
day on May 20th, has achieved nearly 
every distinction a League player could 
desire. Recruited from Melbourne High 
School in 1954, served a short term with 
the seconds and then played eight games 
with the senior side. He now has the 
imposing record of 160 games, has been 
a member of five premiership sides, won 
his Club’s Best and Fairest Award in 
1960, has been selected for the Victorian 
Team seven times and in 1961 won the 
Tassie Medal for the best player at the 
carnival in Brisbane and an All Austra- 
lian Blazer. Brian is in his tenth season 
and is playing as well as ever. He is 
the senior master of Economics at Mel- 
bourne Grammar School and is married 
with two children—Maurie Gibb. 
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© JOHN THOMPSON (Richmond) 


Age 24, 6 ft. 1 in., 12 st. 5 lbs., centre 
half back, John Thompson is the Clerk 
of Courts at Ararat and has to travel 
550 miles a week for training at Rich- 
mond on Tuesdays and Saturday mat- 
ches) On Thursdays, he trains with 
Ararat. Born in Benalla and educated at 
Benalla High School, John started with 
Benalla in the Junior League in 1954-5 
and was with Benalla firsts between 1955- 
-58. He joined Richmond in 1959 but 
could only play three matches on per- 
mits but has been a regular since 1960 
and has played 55 games with the Tigers. 
John is married and has two daughters. 
During the summer he plays tennis and 
basketball and enjoys water skiing. 

—Keith Yarnton. 





' @ DAVID NORMAN (Collingwood) 


Age 21, 5 ft. 9 in, 11 st. rover. 
David Norman admires his ‘skipper’ 
Murray Weideman more than anybody 
else in football and hopes one day to 
lead the Magpies himself. David came 
from Beaufort-Ballarat North to Colling- 
wood in 1961 and has since played 39 
games. His greatest thrill was his first 
game with the Magpies and he has found 
Bobby Skilton his hardest rival. Ball 
handling ability is a strong point of his 
game but he thinks he can improve his 
kicking. He prefers an open game, also 
runs to keep fit—Arthur Glennon. 





@ PHIL HAY (Hawthorn) 


Age 25, 5 ft. 11 in., 12 st. 10 Ibs., 
full back. A sports writer once called 
Phil Hay ‘‘Hawthorn’s spare parts man” 
and this seems apt for Phil has played at 
full forward, half forward and ruck rover 
but has now settled into his most effec- 
tive position at full back. He has dash, 
courage and good kick. He is un- 
assuming and is popular with his team 
mates. He came to Hawthorn from East- 
ern Suburbs and has played 44 games 
and six night matches. He is an engin- 
cer.—Harry Douglas. i 








oe A 
© LAURIE DWYER (Nth. Melbourne) 


Age 24, 5 ft: 8% ins. Pi st. 2 Ibs., 
centre. Laurie is a son Leo Dwyer 
of the famous past Neos centre line of 
Cameron, Dwyer and Skinner. Being a 
local product, Laurie started his football 
with North fourths and worked his way 
steadily to the seniors, with whom he 
has played 104 games since 1956. He 
has played in the Victorian first and 
second 18’s three times. He has finished 
second and third in Brownlow Medal vot- 
ing and third in his Club’s Best and 
Fairest award. Laurie has played mostly 
on the wing and rates Merrett and Bur- 
gess his toughest opponents. He rates 
Ron Barassi and Bobby Rose the best 
footballers he has seen. His biggest thrill 





He is married and during the summer en- 
joys cricket, basketball! and ballroom 
dancing.—George Stewart. 





With Harry Beitsel 


The Game Is Booming 


We are literally bursting at the seams 
with the sensational interest and growth 
in our great game. Records are toppling 
—174,000 for the one day opening 
round, 214,000 for the split second round 

Already in the first. two rounds we 
have clear evidence the grounds are not 
capable of holding the crowd. What a 
business — turning away cash customers 
clamoring to come in and buy! 

But it could prove dangerous unless 
we act soon. Most of us like some com- 
fort and we like a fair deal. We don't 
like being caught twice yet it happened 
at Richmond on opening day and when 
Essendon played Geelong. Just as many 
cople wanted to see the glamour team. 
ler’s Kangas” from North play the 
Tigers and the big clash between the 
Dons and the Demons. 

But they remembered the debacle at 
Punt Road and Windy Hill when hun- 
dreds dejectedly left the ground after 
paying and not seeing one kick. And so 
only 145,000 witnessed the third round— 
a drop of nearly 30,000 — but the 
V.F.A. are drawing bigger crowds (both 
Saturday and Sunday) than ever before. 

No business can afford to turn its 
back on clients and so we should look 
for every possible solution to this prob- 


lem. 
Why So Popular? 


Frankly, I believe it's the super pro- 
motion during the past 5 years prompted 
by TV which has brought the change. 
Television has brought the picture as 
well as the spoken and printed word and 
it has year by year, ploughed more and 
more time, space, and money into its 
coverage of Football. 

All this promotion has forced news- 
Papers to increase their efforts and so 
more space than ever before is given to 
League football. Radio has also met the 
challenge and now every radio station 
gives some time to the game and most 
concentrate in winter months on football 
rather than any other sport. 

Radio commenced on the spot cover- 
age of football in the late 20's through 
the A.B.C. The Commercial stations 
joined the A.B.C. in the early thirties 
with Norman Banks (then KZ) being 








one of the pioneers, Now 7 Stations 
cover League football every Saturday and 
3 are completely uninterrupted. 
Commercial Promotion 
Every type of manufacturer and busi- 
ness enterprise has jumped on the Foot- 
ball bandwagon. The Banks woo the 
family to save money in your favourite 
team’s money box recommended by Lou 
Richards, Ron Barassi or Bill Twomey. 
Other Banks put out Football fixtures 
and Football books — it’s enough to 
make the old stiff backed, bewhiskered, 
pukka type Bank Manager turn over in 
his grave. 
And we have all sorts, sizes and types 
of Footy Fixtures, Footy facts booklets, 
team’s colours in Footy umbrellas, car 


cushions, niotor cars — even down to 
baby's napkins. Yes, we eat, sleep, and 
live football — it’s a sporting ‘religion’. 


In Melbourne, it’s the greatest Public 
Relations story of all time. With PR we 
endeavour to keep the public informed of 
what's going on, both from the inside and 
the outside. League Football has more 
dedicated, devoted and expert PR gos- 
pellers than any other field of activity. 


Promoted Out Of Space 

So one lonely voice cries a warning 
in the only magazine dedicated to Foot- 
ball — ACT now before we turn away 
for all time those “in betweeners”. These 
are the 30-50,000 whom we have to woo 
to the game. They have come to see the 
champions we have pushed up on pedes- 
tals, to wonder at the supposed miracle 
performances of newly arrived stars, 
Crowds will always flock to see a cham- 
pion no matter what the sport and we 
have the knack of building more cham- 
pions more quickly and more regularly 
than any other sport. 

What's the answer to overcrowding? 

Thorold Merrett _(ex-Collingwood) 
says the 12 League Clubs should join 
forces and use only 6 grounds and there: 
fore play a big match every week on the 
ground, Thousands of us say we should 
use the M.C.G, every week for the match 
of the day. But whatever WE say it is 
still up to the League delegates — they 
have to come up with the solution to 
provide immediate accommodation for 
200,000 and for 250,000 within 10 years. 





IN BLACK 






The value of experience is sport or 
any walk of life is unquestioned but more 
especially this is essential to umpiring. 

In recent weeks I have seen young 
umpires Bob Toohey and Roly Grant 
caught falling into the traps for young 
umpires, 

Bob was unsettled after Doug. Wade 
went down at Essendon. The play was 
help up too long and when he did 
bounce the ball it was 20 yards further 
away from where Wade marked. 

An interesting point arises with this 
incident. If Wade could have taken his 
kick the umpire almost certainly would 
have applied a 15 yard penalty —- what 
then is the true position where the um- 
pire should have bounced the ball? Is it 
the spot where the mark was taken or is 
it 15 yards closer to Geelong's goal? 

It was a big occasion and an oppor- 
tunity for Toohey but his greatest asset 
— pace — eventually let him down. In 
the last half and especially the final 
quarter, Bob was caught. 70 to 80 yards 
behind the play. This does not reflect on 
his fitness but being caught out of posi- 
tion. “Windy Hill” is a trap for all 
umpires and players too, as it is “Tomb- 
stone Territory” on the outer ground 
side on both half forward flanks. If an 
umpire moves out wide on these flanks. 
he will be continually trapped giving big 
starts as the ball is whipped across down 
the centre of the ground. 

All young umpires should always re- 
member — when in trouble “position 
wise”, make for the centre of the ground 
and sort yourself out. 

Toohey — ‘The Build’ 

Bob Toohey should make a big name 
for himself. He has the build and the 
manner, and has certainly been given 
the opportunities. 

Roly Grant learned his lesson the hard 
way when, after paying a free, the Rich- 
mond player kept playing on and Roly, 
believing he was doing the right thing, 
cancelled the free and called “play on” 
only to see an atrocious kick and the ball 
land straight in the arms of North Mcl- 
bourne’s full-back Cheatley. Of course, 
Grant was abused, yet it wasn’t his fault. 

In the meantime Geoff Crouch and 
Harold Hodgson continue to umpire well 

Umpy’s Threat ° 

Now I am on the outside, one hears 
plenty of “tittle-tattle” and so I hope and 
trust there is no truth in the story cir- 
culating about two of our more experien- 
ced umpires threatening to keep name 
players out of the game. 

I believe the man in white is there to 
help the players, and if they won't 
accept your help and want to abuse you, 
then you should report them — not 
reply with abuse. —HARRY BEITZEL 


Rage Seven 


DUAL HONOURS FOR THE DONS 


SAYS HARRY BEITZEL 


Tipped for Premiership and Brownlow! 


Despite their defeat by Carlton, the Dons have carried on from where they 
left off last year and if anything, seem to have yeomeolidatedt on their team work. 


After the first few rounds it is hard to 
imagine Essendon not playing off for 
this year’s Grand Final, although Carl- 


ton and other teams could worry them. ° 


Geelong will improve still further once 
they overcome their injury problems, and 
Melbourne are by no means a soft snap. 


There are some obvious weaknesses in 
the half forward line but this would not 
be sufficient to stop Essendon’s run for 
long. 

Carlton -— the Dons’ biggest rival — 
appear to have greater strength in the 
ruck and in the air. 


At the start of last’ season, only the 
Essendon boys and their supporters, con- 
ceded the Dons a chance of making the 
four, But before the season was over 
the team, under the astute coaching of 
John Coleman and the brilliant captaincy 
of John Clarke, had clearly established 
themselves as outright favourites for the 
flag, which they duly won so well, 


They must still be rated favourites for 
this year’ What has been the 
secret behind this “rags to riches” suc- 
cess? 








The Two John C's 


I believe it’s the two “John C’s”—John 
Coleman and John Clarke! Both have 
fought back against pretty big odds since 
the end of the 1961 season. Midway 
through ’61, Essendon journeyed to West- 
ern Australia. Upon their return they 
Jost a few matches and criticism was 
heaped on the Club, and in particular, 
Coleman. The W.A: frolic was accused 
of costing the Dons a place in the four. 
Meanwhile, after representing Victoria in 
the Carnival at Brisbane Jack Clarke 
came back unwell, played on under diffi- 
culty, received severe concussion, was 
rested and then, badly struggling for 
form, was played in the Reserves and as 
19th man for the Seniors in the last 
two weeks. 

Some good judges at Essendon said 
that was the end of the road for Jack 
and he would never be as good as before. 
They were hinting retirement but in 
1962 he had one of his best ever seasons 
and his brilliant play and leadership in 
the Final Series stamped as the out 
standing factor in the Don's premiership. 
He seems to have gained a new lease 
of life. 
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In private life Jack Clarke is an archi- 
tect, Architects are planners — thinkers 
who put their ideas down on paper and 
call them plans. It is their responsibility 
to ensure the plans are practicable and 
workable, and that the work is done to 
the Boss’s satisfaction. Ask the ‘Boss’ ~ 
John Coleman — and he will readily 
agree Jack personally ensures the care- 
fully laid plans are carried out to the 
satisfaction of everyone at Essendon. 





Jack started his football under the 
great Dick Reynolds and he was tremen- 
dously loyal to Dick. Their personalities 
were similar — both are the quiet, deep 
thinking types with abounding ability 
who played the game fairly and eyes al- 
ways on the ball. 


Disappointments Buried 


When John Coleman took over from 
Dick Reynolds naturally their were some 
disappointments and plenty of rumblings: 
A lesser club would have been rent asun- 
der, But Essendon knuckled down to the 
job of moulding a stronger team physi- 
cally with greater emphasis on determina- 
tion, willingness to mix in rather than 
shirk encounters and a far more positive 
mental approach. And alongside John 
Coleman, Jack Clarke played a lead in 
this transformation. 





I trust I can call both close personal 
friends and naturally I have not em- 
barrassed either as to their individual 
opinions of each other But I’m sure 
Jack was disappointed for Dick Reynolds’ 
sake when Coleman was appointed Coach 
and no doubt wondered how it would all 
work out and how he would fit into the 
new set-up. 


It is to the credit of both men, who 
have such different make-ups, that the 
Club has succeeded so well on: the field. 
It was the extreme LOYALTY of Clarke 
which helped materially to keep the Club 
together in 1961. As a thinker and a 
student of the game he was prepared to 
learn from Coleman. The result is a 
more dynamic Clarke, whose first inten- 
tion is still always the ball but who is 
now prepared to play the game as fierce- 
ly and as keenly as the tempo set by the 
opposition. 


Together the two ‘Johns’. with the 
practical help of Timms, Shelton, Epis, 





Doran and McKenzie, have put razor 
sharp teeth into the Don's bite. 


And with this transformation has come 
a change in Jack’s own personal ap- 
proach to the game. He is now a better 
captain, a more inspiring leader, encour- 
ages and protects his team mates more, 
and above all, he plays it harder himself. 


It certainly could be Jack’s biggest 
year in footbal yet — Captain of an- 
other premier team — and the Brown- 
low Medal too? 

Ue ateehehdehehcahehehtehehetehehtetehbedehadetaedel 
GET THERE EARLY ... 


Secure a good seat! And enjoy tasty 
hot snacks before the main game. 


Look for 
THE O'BRIEN SIGN 


— your popular Football Caterers! 
Ie heheheh thts thceh teh thal 


““MAGIC WATERS’’ FOR 
THE MAGPIES 


BY ARTHUR GLENNON 


Terry Waters may turn out to be more 
than just a star player for Collingwood 
+++. he may be a lucky star! 

For Terry has never played in a team 
that has failed to reach the Finals. 

Despite the fact that Terry has only 
been playing football for four years, he 
has played in nine finals, including two 
Grand Finals with Dandenong. 

Terry started his football career with a 
Dandenong junior side and graduated to 
the senior Dandenong team in the V.F.A. 
during the 1961 season, playing 10 games 
at full forward, and the others in various 
positions. He played a total of 36 
games with Dandenong. 

During 1961, he kicked 51 goals and 
won the Club's True Boot Artist’s Award. 
He was in several positions during 1962 
but still managed to kick 44 goals. 

By this time League scouts were inter- 
ested in his transfer and about half a 
dozen Clubs vied for his services. 

Being a long standing Collingwood fan, 
it was not surprising that his final decis- 
ion was to sign with Collingwood’s Jack 
Burns and Gordon Carlyon. 

Terry is only 19 years old. He stands 
6 ft. 14 ins and weighs 12} stone. He 
is playing with the Magpies in the ruck 
and as change forward pocket, but con- 
fesses he is just at home at full forward 
or centre half forward. 

He has now played three League games 
with Collingwood whom he joined re- 
cently after a controversial hold up of his 


clearance from Dandenong. However, 
this position was overcome to everybody's 
satisfaction and Terry Waters is certain 
to bring a big lift to the Collingwood 
game, 


Crowds Inspire Him 


Terry likes the high marking game 
and is very much at home around the 
goals. He kicked five goals in his first 
game with the Magpies. 

His reactions to League football are 
interesting. He regards the big crowds 
as inspiring and says there is little chance 
of a player suffering from individual 
abuse as this would be lost in the roar 
of the masses. 

He feels well fitted for League football 
after having played with men in Associa- 
tion football as against boys in junior 
competition. 

Terry is single and a trainee industrial 
chemist. He plays basketball and squash 
regularly and finds these assist his reflexes 
and marking judgment. His main foot- 
ball ambitions are to play in a League 
Grand Final and gain interstate selection. 

These hopes may be achieved quicker 
than Terry thinks! 

Footnote: If you think Terry is a fine 
player, ask him about his brother Brian, 
who is still playing with Dandenong. 

Terry told me: “I hope that one day I 
will be as great a ball handler as Brian. 
He won the J. J. Liston Trophy as the 
Best and Fairest in the V.F.A. in 1959”. 








@ Terry Waters worms up before training. 


La teteethtetehteceteecatetatetatatetehetntehhddhddad ta aaae eat 


“FOOTY FAN” Selections For NEXT SATURDAY 


Harry Beitzel 


Melbourne 
Essendon 


Collingwood 
Essendon 


Hawthorn 


Footscray 


Geelong Geelong 
Carlton 


Nth. Melb. 


Carlton 
Nth. Melb. 


Lindsay Stewart 


Bruce Skeggs 


Melbourne 
Essendon 
Hawthorn 
St. Kilda 
Carlton 
Nth. Melb. 


Melbourne 
Collingwood 
Essendon 

St. Kilda 
Carlton 
Hawthorn 


AND FOR SATURDAY, MAY 25th 


Harry Beitzel Lindsay Stewart Bruce Skeggs 


Melbourne 
Fitzroy 


Melbourne 
Collingwood 
Essendon 

St. Kilda 
Carlton 
Nth. Melb. 


Essendon 
St. Kilda 
Geelong 
Hawthorn 
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HIGH 
MARKS 
di. 


Stabs to those who roasted umpire 
Toohey over the Doug. Wade incident 
at Essendon if they forgot to make allow- 
ance for the fact that both the umpire 
and the players could not realise the 
seriousness of Wade's condition at that 
time. 

To his credit, Toohey gave the Gee- 
long full forward every chance to take 
his kick as Wade, although dazed, in- 
stinctively claimed the ball. But he 
should have instantly ordered at least 
three Essendon defenders away as they 
crowded Wade when Toohey gave him 
the ball the first time. Doug was too ill 
to take any further part in the game but 
a swift decision by the umpire to move 
these players away would have cut short 
a sickening spectacle, 

* 





High Marks to the brilliant Darrel 
Baldock (St. Kilda) for his ball handling 
and intelligent all round football. 

+ 4 

Stabs to those who were willing to 
write off Polly Farmer (Geelong) after 
one disappointing game at Essendon, He 
soon showed them how wrong they were 
in succeeding weeks, 

+ 8 

High Marks to John Robertson (Rich- 
mond) for excellent work on the half 
back flank, He could not get going last 
season after recovering from a broken 
collar-bone sustained in a motor accident 
before the opening matches but has cer- 
tainly recovered the great potential he 
showed in 1961. 

Cry 

High Marks to Ron Nalder (Haw- 
thorn) for courage in playing on after 
receiving a bad knock which necessitated 
several stitches a fortnight back. 

* + 





Stabs to over enthusiastic supporters 
who run on to the ground when the final 
siren blows even though a player may 
been awarded a free and might be 
ing for a vital goal. This occurred 
in the Footscray-Geelong match recently 
and although the player kicked a goal, 
he must have experienced great difficulty 
in concentration. 

* 











* 
High Marks to Allan Aylett (North 
Melbourne) for his fine captain’s game. 
Although flattened several times in recent 
games, he has got up and still played his 
natural game. 
* * 

Stabs to the umpire for his harsh 
treatment of Frank Adams (Melbourne) 
at Essendem. His decisions had Frank 
AND the spectators bewildered. 
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and STABS 


—High Marks for the meritorious 
— Stabs for the unmeritorious 


Stabs to those who said Ted Whitten 
(Footscray) was ‘too old’ when he failed 
to produce his brilliant form in carly 
matches. Ted will be 30 in July, but 
we'll wager there's plenty of bite left in 
the ‘old dog’ yet. 


Ca 

High Marks to John Dugdale (North 
Melbourne) for that spectacular mark in 
the third quarter and six goals against 
Collingwood. Rising high from behind, 
John finished with both feet on the shoul- 
der of Collingwood’s full back. It looked 
like Bobby Rose at his best. 


. + 

High Marks to Bill Brown (Rich- 
mond) for bolstering the Tigers weak 
roving when he replaced injured Brian 
McMillan, Bill represented the State 
Savings Bank and Victoria for the Ama- 
teurs last year and although light and 
small, looks as though he'll be a ‘beauty’, 

. 


High Marks to Terry Waters and J. 
Murton (Collingwood) for impressive 
performances in their initial League 
games. Murton's drop kicks will take 
him a long way. 
oo 
High Marks to Russell Blew (Essen- 
don) for a string of good performances in 
the centre. Blew, who has played on the 
wing in the past, is smaller than most 
centremen, but that doesn’t stop him 
shading such good players as Peter Lyon, 
Alistair Lord and ‘Hassa’ Mann. 
er’ 


High Marks to the Hawthorn selectors 
for having faith in their in making 
no changes in recent weeks. Selection 
committees are sometimes roasted unfair- 
ly, but we think they're ‘on the ball’ 
at Hawthorn, 





* * 


High Marks to Brian Buckley (Carl- 
ton) for holding so many marks in recent 
games, and rarely kicking under 50 
yards. 

s+ 

Stabs to those hooligans who attacked 
Hawthorn’s president and secretary after 
the Hawks great win at Collingwood. 

ars 


High Marks to Jack Clarke (Essen- 
don) for 200 great games with the Bomb- 
ers and devastating form this season. 

reer 

High Marks to the humorous Geelong 
supporter, who dressed like a wealthy 
country squatter, handed a lolly to a 
rowdy Footscray fan, The Bulldog sup- 
porter had to smile when he found the 
Jolly was so sticky that it stopped him 
from barracking for some minutes. 


TIME 
ON 


Controversy vver the action of Polly 
Farmer (Geelong) in going for the hit- 
cut may have swung in his favour, if 
the umpire's decision is regarded as the 
fairest indication, In recent games he 
has had more free kicks awarded for in- 
terference by opponents than against him. 
7 


When Ray Gabelich ran onto the 
ground against St. Kilda last Saturday, 
it was his 100th appearance for Colling- 
wood. This earned £100 to the credit 
of Ray in the Club Provident Fund. 

rar 





John Peck (Hawthorn) predicted at 
the start of the season that he would top 
the League goal kicking list . . . he looks 
likely to fulfill his words. 

*# 


Michael Patterson (Richmond) giant 
22-year-old (6 ft. 44 in., 13 stone) fol- 
lower from Mirboo North, had the mis- 
fortune earlier this year of catching his 
hand in a potato seeding machine on his 
parent's farm. This severely lacerated 
his forefinger and fourth finger, necessi- 
tating 27 stitches at Leongatha Hospital. 
Thanks to medical skill, he has retained 
the full use of his fingers and is again 
showing excellent form, particularly some 
of the high marking which marked his 
game in 1962. 

* 4 

Full Back Alan Lynch (Fitzroy) looks 

set for a really good season. He is a 
hard man to pass and his ‘go through at 
all costs’ policy is paying dividends. 

oe 


Captain George Cobey, of the U.S.S. 
missile destroyer Buchanan says Austral- 
ian football is one of the most spectacu- 
lar, speedy and interesting games he has 
seen and believes it would be a sure-fire 
success if tried in the U.S.A. 


Captain Cobey and his officers, who 
were in Melbourne this month for the 
Coral Sea Celebrations, were guests of 
the Lord Mayor (Cr. Sir Maurice 
Nathan) and attended the Richmond- 
North Melbourne match, They were 
warmly welcomed by Richmond presi- 
dent Maurie Fleming. secretary Graeme 
Richmond and deputy chairman Ray 
Dunn, 





* 8 


Garry Young (Hawthorn) who has 
been nursing fractured ribs, expects to 
train later this week. Reg. Poole (bro- 
ken wrist) is having light runs at train- 
ing but will not be able to play for some 
time yet. 

. * 

Dr. Keane (Fitzroy) club doctor to 
the Lions for 23 years, has been appoin- 
ted medical officer to this year's inter- 
state team. 





THE BULLDOG GOT “THE BIRD” 


Footscray captain and coach Ted Whitten tells me he was almost 


a “Magpie”. 

He was given his first run with a 
League side by Collingwod but was re- 
jected! 

Ted had been playing in the centre 
with Braybrook in the Footscray Dis- 
trict League on Saturdays but was so 
keen on football that he agreed to play 
Sunday competition at centre half back 
with Collingwood Amateurs, coached by 
former ‘Magpie’ champion Charlie 
Utting. 

A dedicated supporter of Footscray all 
his life, Ted had hoped to play with the 
Bulldogs, but if the Club’s scouts had 
spotted him, they failed to show it then. 

Ted wanted to play League football 
more than anything, so it was not sur- 
prising that the persuasive Charlie Utting 
had soon talked him into having a run 
with Collingwood. 

Utting introduced him to Colling- 
wood’s Gordon Carlyon and Phonse 
Kyne who watched him during the try- 
out. When it was over they told him 
to go away and build up and within a 
few years he'd be much better! 

The following year, Ted Whitten join- 
ed Footscray. 

Since then, he has won five Best and 
Fairest trophies and has twice been 
runner-up. He layed in nine V.F.L. 
finals and in interstate games each year 
since 1955, including three carnival sides. 
He has earned an Australian blazer three 
times and won the Simpson Medal in 
Perth in 1956. 


‘Skin And Bone’ 

Ted says that when he started his 
football career in 1951, he was “all skin 
and bone”. Standing six feet, he weighed 
only 12 stone 4 Ibs, but built up his 
strength with gym. work and weight 
training in a three’ months course at 
Finlay's Gym for three seasons straight. 

This involved 2} hours a night for 
three nights of each week, which Ted 
found very trying but he realised that 
improvement had to be achieved when 
young and this would only come with 
dedication. 

Ted expected to put on weight with 
this course but found it gave him strength 
rather than weight. 





Before he started the course, a bump 
would send him to the ground but after- 
wards he was able to give bumps and 
within three years his weight was 13.2. 
His playing weight has never risen more 
than 10 Ibs. since. 

Now aged 29, Ted’s present playing 
weight is 13.12 but during the summer 
he can 15.3 because he has a keen 
appetite. 

In a career of many great thrills, Ted 
rates having played in the 1954 team 
that won Footscray’s first V.F.L. premier- 
ship, to have been the golden experience 
of his career. 

The 1954 side was a remarkably fine 
team but they failed the next year, Ted 
says this was due to the Club having 
cleared many experienced players in the 
mistaken belief that they had reserves 
good enough to replace them. 

Ted is not optimistic of Footscray’s 
chances this season but says his team is 
developing as a force. It had greater 
overall height this year, is physically 








Ron Barassi 


stronger and some of last year’s gaps 
had been capably filled by players like 
D’arcy and Bissett. 


Great Disappointment 

Ted says the greatest moment a foot- 
baller could achieve would be to lead a 
Grand Final side to vitcory and it is 
for this reason that he names losing the 
1961 Grand Final as the biggest dis- 
appointment of his career. 

The greatest compliment paid him was 
when he was made captain-coach of Vic- 
toria last year. 

Recalling some of the rivals he has 
played against at various position, Ted 
rated Fred Flanagan (Geelong) and Ron 
Clegg (South Melbourne) the greatest 
he has met at centre half back; Jack 
Clarke (Essendon) in the centre; ‘Mop- 
sy’ Fraser (in his first game against the 
former Richmond star) and Bert Deacon 
(Carlton) at centre half forward. He 
said he has encountered many good play- 
ers in the ruck. 

‘Ted plays best in dry weather and pro- 
duces the full excellence of his ability 
when the sun is shining. 


Continued on Page 12 





@ A Whitten for the 70's? — Ted tries new footboll boots on his son, Edword. 
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TELLSTAR (continued from page 11) 
Resented — Then Revered 


The initial months as Footscray’s coach 
were very hard for Ted. He took over 
halfway through a season when it was 
decided to replace Charlie Sutton. 

Ted met some resistance from older 
players who naturally resented instruc- 
tion and orders from a younger player, 
but he steadily overcame this by sheer 
ability and leadership. 

Soon his inspiration was to lift the 
Bulldogs morale greatly and today he is 
revered as one of the greatest figures in 
the history of his club. 

When recruiting and selecting, Ted 
looks for physical strength, kicking and 
marking ability and pace. 

Ted says Bill Finlay watches for play- 
ers failing positionally or general weak- 
nesses and acting as runner, he is able 
to convey this to Ted on the field. Ted 
is then able to study the situation a few 
minutes until Bill returns and then if a 
move is warranted, Ted gives Bill the 
instruction. 


Perth Offers Tempting 


But what of Ted’s future plans? — 
Ted admits he and his wife Val were 
sorely tempted by several excellent offers 
from Perth earlier this year and they. 
tripped to the West to examine them, 

He rejected the offers and signed for 
another four years with Footscray option- 
ally playing or non-playing coach because 
he and his wife had been reluctant to 
break family ties, leave friends and leave 
the Footscray Club to which he has so 
long been attached. 

And business wise, Ted found a strong 
reason to stay here when he accepted. an 
attractive position as Sales Manager of 
Marathon Footwear. He is currently 
organizing the promotion of a new foot- 
ball boot with a moulded rubber sole and 
stops, which is a revolutionary light- 
weight in Australian Rules boots. 


TED PREDICTS MORE SPEED, 
PROFESSIONALISM 


Asked to look into football’s “crystal 
ball”, Ted forecast that, assuming there 
would be no change in the rules, the 
game would be played at an ever increas- 
ing speed with a growing emphasis on 
handball. 

Ted predicts professional football and 
expects the first real indication of this 
will come from the appointment of full 
time coaches. This would be followed by 
full time players, but he thought this 
would happen sometime after he and I 
had retired from the field. 

Speaking as a coach, Ted thought a 
full time coach could achieve a great 
deal for his club and the players. It was 
essential that much of the recruiting 
should be done by the coach and the im- 
pact of his name in a personal approach 
would be most reassuring to a recruit and 
his family and should achieve a more 
favourable reaction. 

Commenting on present remuneration 

‘for players, Ted said he thought they 
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should be paid £20 a match, exclusive 
of provident funds. While at the end of 
their playing careers footballers usually 
benefit from the provident fund and 
coaching fees, their gain was small while 
actually playing and this despite the 
assortment of gifts associated with the 
game. 

He felt that there could be some merit 
in scrapping end of season Club trips 
and giving the players cash benefits from 
funds used for these purposes. 

There is always the player who could 
not obtain leave from his job or afford 
loss of salary for an end of season trip. 

While Ted was players’ representative 
on the Footscray committee, he tried to 
obtain a cash grant for players unable to 
take the advantage of the trip. How- 
ever it was held that there was a limit 
on the number of players that could be 
budgeted for anyway, so cash grants 
would only preclude some other player 
who was able to join the tour from being 
included. 

At the same time, Ted will tell you 
that after 10 months of intense physical 
and mental strain in training, the 10 to 
14 day trip interstate is much apprecia- 
ted by players. 

Advocates Flick Pass 

Ted believes that the flick pass is an 
aspect of play that should be encouraged. 
He says it is quicker and easier than the 
punch pass and opens up the game. 

He dislikes congested: football and be- 
lieves the upblic shares this view. Says 
open play enables key position players 
to use their football ability. 

Ted says that, with practice, all teams 
could use the flick equally well. Cur- 
rently only a few teams flick pass effic- 
iently because there is a division of opin- 
ion through the clubs as to the value of 
its use. 

Recognising Ted’s leaning to open play 
it seemed converse to me that he expres- 
sed himself against the new “out of 
bounds on the full” rule. 











Ted admitted this allowed greater 
open play but thought it interfered with 
the game too much. “The ruckmen are 
there to do their job, so boundary throw- 
ins should be there all the time”. 

‘Ted is against amending the rules any 
further, but would favour a trial period 
for a rule calling, for circles or lines at 
the centre bounce in an effort to stop 
crowded play there. 

Ted believes that as captain, he has 
control of a side but he admits he some- 
times tends to be carried away by the 
flow of play. It is then that he some- 
times has a difference of opinion with the 
umpire . . . this, despite the fact that he 
instructs his players never to abuse the 
‘man in white’, But Ted feels that if 
there is to be any altercation with the 
umpire, the responsibility must be his. 

This has almost certainly cost him 
votes for the Brownlow Medal — the 
only important achievement outside win- 
ning a premiership that he has not ful- 
filled. 


Too Outspoken? 

Ted was a favourite for the Brownlow 
Medal in 1958 when aged 25 and playing 
at centre half forward but says he talked 
more than St. Kilda’s Neil Roberts, who 
won the award that year. 

In advice to the young player, Ted 
says: “You must be prepared to make 
sacrifices, have the will to work at your 
game, listen to the coach and live a clean 
life. "The player who wants to ‘burn the 
candle at both ends’ has no place in 
League football”. 

Ted and his wife, Val, know the sac- 
rifice necessary to succeed in football and 
still more so when you are also a coach. 
Apart from matches, football duties ab- 
sorbs three or four nights of the week, 
which makes heavy inroads into family 
life, But Ted says its worth it and Val 
believes in what he is doing, so united 
they are able to face up to the demands 
of a football career with a philosophic 
outlook to it all. 


Sf 
1 et 


@ Vol Whitten tells husbond Ted and son Edward: “Milk makes strong footballers!" 










PETER HOGAN — RICHMOND | 
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FRED WOOLLER — GEELONG 
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Since League football took its first 
faltering steps in 1897, truly great and 
consistent goalkickers have been as rare 
as the Bradmans, the Trumpers and the 
Hammonds of cricket. 

While other clubs plotted and planned 
season after season to develop a reliable 
spearhead, Collingwood alone for an un- 
broken term of 32 years — half a life- 
time — drove the ball downfield to a 
full forward of the highest quality. 

First came the great Dick Lee and 
then a remarkable successor in Gordon 
(Nuts) Coventry. This iron man of 
powerful build, who was always the 
personification of fitness, in 17 seasons 
kicked 1299 goals for Collingwood. 


Deceptive Build 

Coventry went into the Collingwood 
team in 1920 and until 1937 eliminated 
from the minds of the Magpie selectors 
all anxieties about the attack. Dick Lee 
was slightly taller, much more lithe but 
less robust. Gordon Coventry was a 
solid bulwark built on the lines of a rug- 
ged defender than an active forward. 

In the 17 years in which “Nuts” 
Coventry piled up Collingwood goals, 
full backs were more punishing than they 
are today. They were stronger physi- 
cally and they were more ruthless in the 
full intimidating treatment they sought 
to deal out to the full forwards. 

Coventry, with a massive, well muscled 
torso and legs like solid pillars, rode 
waves of hefty bumping that would have 
flattened a lighter player. He was far 
too big and strong to bowl over easily 
and took, without flinching, all the heavy 
stuff that the frenzied defenders could 
hurl at him. 

Trying to rock Gordon Coventry by 
what generations of football writers have 
described as “the scientific application of 
weight,” was not a paying proposition 
for Collingwood’s opponents. “Nuts” w: 
one of those imperturable characters — 
an ‘Ironside’, like so many Collingwood 
champions. And he was fired by an in- 
tense loyalty to Collingwood. Full backs 
often glared at his broad back and longed 
for an axe or a club! 


No Acrobat 


In his methods Gordon Coventry was 
as dissimilar from the spectacular Bob 
Pratt and John Coleman as Neil Harvey 
was from Ken Mackay. 

‘Coventry was no acrobatic high flyer 
who soared above the packs. Yet with 
a little leverage from a convenient back 
or pair of hips, he could on occasions 
climb fairly high for the ball. But un- 
like some of the more flamboyant full 
forwards the game has produced, Coven- 
try, going for the ball, usually got it. 
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GORDON 


He had that Collingwood determina- 
tion and persistence developed to the 
highest degree. He had a pair of mass- 
ive hands that closed on the ball like the 
jaws of a snapping shark. And his un- 
canny accuracy in kicking for goal was 
the despair of opposing defenders. 

Coventry was more the plodding war 
horse of football rather than the dashing 
cavalier. 

After all, what is the prime function 
of a full forward but to get goals and not 
fo miscue golden scoring chances. It is 
really immaterial how he gets them as 
long as he gets them and Gordon Coven- 
try became a real goal kicking machine. 








ix 


GORDON COVENTRY (Age photo) 


Dean Of Goalkickers 
it i ising that in the hardy 
comparisons in the sporting 
papers, former players juggle fondly and 
learnedly with the glittering names of 
Bob Pratt, Ron Todd, and John Coleman 
and at times seem to forget Gordon 
Coventry. 

If prolific goal kicking is the real 
measure of a forward’s greatness, then 
“Nuts” Coventry must be regarded as the 
“Dean of the Faculty”. 

No League forward has ever kicked as 
many goals as Coventry. In the present 
“tear away” stage in the evolution of our 
game, it is a safe bet that no full forward 
ever will. To excel Coventry’s 1299 
goals any present or future champion 
would need to average a minimum of 
100 goals a year for 13 years! 

If any football fan is inclined to hazard 
a wager on this, he should remember 
that since the retirement of John Cole- 
man in 1954 no League for 
reached a total of 100 goals in a season. 

So it is that in 26 years Gordon Cov- 
entry’s record has had no serious chal- 





Hugh Buggy Recalls 


COVENTRY 


— THE MAN WHO KICKED 1299 GOALS! 


lenge and not until another John Cole- 
man arises will it ever be in danger. 

Unlike Coleman, Coventry did not 
make a sensational entry into League 
football. His was a more gradual rise 
to greatness. He hailed from Diamond 
Creek and he joined the Collingwood 
Club with his brother Syd, who was to 
become one of the greatest captains in 
the League and who.served a long term 
of office as the Magpies’ president. 


First Clue — 1925 

In 1923 and 1924 — years when Ess- 
endon was a dominating force — Coven- 
try did not get among the first four 
leading goal kickers, It was not until 
1925 that he gave the first hint of his 
approaching mastery. Coventry finished 
the season with 68 goals when Colling- 
wood were runners up to Geelong. In 
1926, his bag was 83 goals and then he 
became a big factor in Collingwood’s 
first premiership for 10 years in 1927, 
He scored 97 goals that year which was 
then a record for the League. 

Collingwood rode the crest of a wave 
of success from 1927 to 1931. The 
Magpies swept all before them to take 
four pennants in a row 1927, 1928, 1929 
and 1930 — a feat never equalled nor 
surpassed by any other League club. 

Measure of how great a force in this 
triumphal flight of the Magpie was Gor- 
don Ceventry, may be judged from the 
fact that in those four seasons he kicked 
428 goals — an average of 107 a season. 

In 1928, his tally was 89 and in 1929 
with 124 goals, he became the first Lea- 
gue forward to top the century in a 
season. He repeated this feat with 118 
goals in 1930. Four years later “Nuts” 
bagged 105 goals to finish second to the 
mighty Bob Pratt who in that year, 1934 
achieved a League record with 150 goals. 


Played 306 Games 


Coventry retired in 1937 after having 
played 306 games with Collingwood. 
Of his 1299 goals, 111 were kicked in 
matches in the finals series which gave 
him another record. 

Here are some of the great goal kick- 
ing feats by which the “Dean” will be 
long remembered:— 

@ 17 goals against Fitzroy 1930 

@ 16 goals against Hawthorn 1929 

@ 15 goals against Essendon 1933 

@ 14 goals against Hawthorn 1934 

@ 11 goals against Fitzroy 1927 

@ 11 goals against St. Kilda 1927 

@ 9 goals against Richmond, Grand 

Final 1929, 
@ 7 goals against Geelong, Grand 
Final 1930. 





KEVIN MURRAY — FITZROY 
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Geelong Was There! 


Geelong Football Club which has fielded many dashing, well balanced 
sides is the second oldest football club in the State and one which played 
a big part in the formation of the League. 


In its long life of 104 years Geelong 
has produced and moulded a galaxy of 
champions whose names and achieve- 
ments will be remembered as long as the 
game is played. 

Tom Wills, an old Rugbyian, founded 
Geelong Football Club in 1859 just 25 
years after John Batman had landed at 
Indented Head near Portarlington, In 
doing so Wills merged several clubs that 
had been playing a crude form of foot- 
ball in Geelong district since 1856. 

With his cousin Henry. Colden Antill 
Harrison, Tom Wills founded the Mel- 
bourne Football Club which is the pion- 
eer club although the fact is warmly dis- 
puted by Geelong historians. 


Out Of The Drink 


Geelong Club had its birth at a time 
when an intolerant and audacious tem- 
perance society was fulminating about 
the evils of strong liquor in what then, 
and for decades later, was called “Sleepy 
Hollow”. Crusading activities of this 
body had split the little community into 
pro-liquor and anti-liquor factions. Then, 
out of the blue, football arose to divert 
the minds of Geelong youths from this 
murky. recrimination. 

As the Geelong “Advertiser” of April 
1859 put it: “We would rather see the 
teetotallers forming themselves into rival 
football clubs and kicking each others 
shins in good fellowship than receive ill- 
natured letters from their rival factions 
accusing one another of ‘Satanic influ- 
ence’. 

Geelong Club evolved out of a bunch 
of players culled from six other clubs. 
Those clubs had entered their third year 
playing a fierce “Rafferty’s Rules” type 
of football which actually was the fore- 
runner of the early Australian game. 
They were Barwon, Corio Bay, Kar- 
dinia, Bellarine, Moorabool and Flinders 
clubs. Tom Wills, himself a sturdy foot- 
baller, played with Corio Bay Club and 
‘on the vote of the captains of these Gee- 
long clubs was adjudged the best foot- 
baller in the colony in the years 1856, 
1857 and 1859. 

Most of the players who formed the 
first Geelong Football Club were drawn 
from the old Corio Bay and Kardinia 
clubs which disbanded in 1859. Names 
of those clubs, however, are preserved in 
the two ovals which the Geelong Club 
has used as its headquarters over the last 
93 years. 


69 Years At Corio Oval 


The new club established itself at 
Corio Oval in Eastern Park, Geelong in 
1871 and played there for 69 years until 
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1940 when the oval was taken over for 
military purposes. Pn that year the club 
moved to Kardinia Park in South Gee- 
long. 

Most of the colorful history of the old 
club is enshrined in Corio Oval on which 
were nurtured 10 Geelong premiership 
sides, Seven of those teams won V.F.A. 
pennants and three became League prem- 
iers. The club won seven Association 
premierships in nine years — a remark- 
able achievement. Its flags were won in 
1878, 1879, 1880, 1882, 1883, 1884 
and 1886. In 1886 Geelong won a 
championship as well as a premiership as 
the side captained by Dave Hicken- 
botham, a topline player, went through 
the season without a defeat. 


CLUB HISTORY 


Descendants of Hickenbotham are still 
associated with the club and when that 
stalwart passed from the scene a new 
champion arose in Henry “Tracker” 
Young. His name, which was perpetua- 
ted in the Brownlow-Young Stand at 
Corio Oval, became a legend in Geelong 
football. 

Henry Young was a ruckman of rare 
stamina and ability who played with 
Geelong for 20 years from 1889. He 
was captain for nine years from 1901 
to 1909 — a club record until 1937 when 
it was equalled by Reg Hickey. Henry 
Young led Victoria to its first champion- 
ship in the initial Carnival of 1908. 

In the annals of Geelong the “Tracker” 
Young era was followed by the Rankin 
era. 





FRED FLANAGAN, whe captoined Geelong in thelr 
1951 ond 1952 Premiership wins. He wos runner- 
up In the 1950 Brownlow Medal vote. 




















The Rankin Era 


Here was a family which gave the 
longest service in the history of the club. 
For almost 33 years the name of Rankin 
appeared in Geelong teams. Sons car- 
ried on the tradition made by their 
father Ted Rankin, an accomplished foot- 
baller who played for Geelong for a 
record period of 21 years. For 10 of 
those years, Rankin was vice captain. 

His sons, Bert Rankin and Cliff Ran- 
kin played for eleven years. Greatest 
distinction of the Rankin sage fell to Cliff 
who coached and led the Geelong side 
which won the club’s first League prem- 
iership in 1925, 

Conflicting versions have been written 
about how the breakaway from the Asso- 
ciation which led to the birth of the 
Victorian Football League was engin- 
eered. At Geelong it is maintained 
strongly that the club was one of the 
first to “sound out” the clubs which fin- 
ally broke with the V.F.A. Geelong was 
one of the pioneer League clubs and it 
entered the new controlling body with a 
strong, well equipped side. Geelong was 
fourth in 1898 and second in 1899. In 
that year Geelong ran up 23-24 to St. 
Kilda 0-1. That total of the Saints re- 
mains the lowest ever recorded in the 
League and Geelong's 23-24 stood as the 
record highest score for 22 years until 
South Melbourne kicked 29-15 in 1919 
also against St. Kilda. 

In the first 20 years of the League, 
Geelong’s overall record was 146 wins 
and 159 defeats. It was better than the 
performance of some other teams yet the 
premiership eluded the old club until 
1925. 

Geelong in 1925 played magnificent, 
clean football to head the League ladder 
and defeat Collingwood in the Grand 
Final by 10-19 to 9-15. Yet in the next 
five years it was an unpredictable side. 
It made heavy weather of important 
games in Melbourne while it developed 
terrific power at home. For more than 
40 years that poise and power on their 
own ground have never béen lost by the 
Pivotonians — now the Cats. 


“Home” Secret 


Part of the secret of Geelong's re- 
sounding success at home has been the 
fact that the players are isolated from 
the distractions of a big city. They are 
a close knit band who travel together 
more than any other League side because 
they have to come to Melbourne. at least 
nine times every season. They become 
asa family. And they develop a family 
pride and an eagerness to humble every 
proud invader from the north east. 

Geelong produced the man who insti- 
tuted the Brownlow Medal — the late 

continued on page 26 








Bill Goggin (eight). 


Ye a 
Y- Top Pictures: Colin Rice (left) and 
+ 4. Helmer (coaching Mildura), Frank Pomerey (Perth, W.A.) and John O'Neill (coaching Cobden) ore not playing this year. 
° 


1963 players not pictured last year: Gordon Hynes, John Sharrock, John Wetts, Polinelli. 


Our Clubmen Report = 
ESSENDON 


— Lindsay Stewart 





Former champion Carlton winger Chris 
Pavlou has been transferred to Tasmania 
by his firm, Carlton will miss this hard 
working clubman but if Chris can send 
playcrs across the Bass of the calibre 
of the present Tassie boys with Carlton, 
the blow of his absence will be softened. 


It was a case of “he who laughs first 
laughs last” at training the other night. 
When Leo Brereton was spied limping 
into the club room after pairing with 
Maurie Sankey at training, he received 
a loud “I told you not to go with him” 
from a laughing Berkley Cox. The laugh 
was short lived. Soon Berkley found 
himself paired with the “gentle giant’ 
and after having both legs cut and having 
been almost thrown through the fence, 
he commented dryly, “You'd think he 
was playing a real game instead of train- 
ing!” 


COLLINGWOOD 








—Arthur Glennon 





Representatives of 43 schools within 
the Collingwood area (Collingwood, Clif- 
ton Hill, Westgarth, Northcote, Thorn- 
bury, Preston, South Reservoir, Fairfield, 
Ivanhoe, Heidelberg, etc.) met at the 
Collingwood ground on May 9. Pur- 
pose of the meeting was to make a 
cere endeavour to promote Australian 
football, pool thoughts and present a 
‘master plan’ to encourage youths to try 
for the honour of wearing the famous 
‘black and white’ guernsey. 






Ron Reeves’ wife presented him with 
their first child, a daughter, recently. 
“Footy Fan” extends congratulations. 


Reserve grade players due for early 
promotion could be Wright, McLean and 
Potter, a half back flanker from Ruther- 
glen who impressed greatly in his first 
showing recently. 


Full sets of pictures of senior players, 
club diaries, brooches, club towels etc. 
are on sale inside the grounds at nominal 
prices, 


WATCH FOR THESE — Promising 
players who have been unable to show 
their paces, mostly due to injury, include 
Ernic Hugg from St. Patrick’s College, 
Sale and .R. Telford of Northcote High 
School. who won the Best and Fairest in 
thy last match between the High Schools 
and Public Schools. 
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— Mal Stewart 





Although training and matches make 
heavy demands on the life of a player, 
John Birt and Ken Fraser, can still find 
time for youth work. John is president 
of a youth club at the Church of Christ, 
North Essendon and Ken leads the youth 
club at the Presbyterian Church, North 
Essendon. John and Ken are often 
called upon to address junior football 
teams from other Churches and a number 
of institutions. 

Essendon thirds are really moving in 
their training these days. Jack Trussler, 
runner up in the Stawell Gift a few years 
ago, is training the boys in running. 

‘Over 100 made the Dons’ list this year 
but this is now down to 30. A few weeks 
ago a Fathers’ Night was held, and 25 
players showed up, which is a very good 
roll up. 

Ex League umpires Alan Nash and 
Teddy Pound will lecture the team 
throughout the season. 

Drivers will receive an assortment of 
instructions in a sealed envelope for a 
mystery car trial to be staged by the 
social committee on May 19. 





FITZROY 


— Peter Smith 





Wingman John Powell played his 50th 
game for Fitzroy last month. Before 
transferring to the Lions in 1960, John 
played six games with Collingwood. 

The Ovens and Murray League must 
hold some attraction for former Fitzroy 
players. Three former Fitzroy stars are 
coaching in the area . . last year's prem- 
iers, Benalla, are led by former wingman 
Vin Williams, Yarrawonga by former 
back pocket player Bill Stephen and 
North Albury by last year’s back pocket 
Graeme Mackenzie. 

In Kevin Murray (firsts) and Wally 
Clark (seconds), Fitzroy have the ONLY 
playing coaches in both senior AND re- 
serve grades. 

Head Trainer Dick Eaton has seen 
nlany champions in 34 years at Fitzroy. 
These include Haydn Bunton, “Chicken” 
Smallhorn, Frank Curcio and Jack Mori- 
arty. Dick's brother, Alf, was property 
steward with the club for many years up 
till His death last year. 

Black armbands worn by Fitzroy play- 
ers against St. Kilda on May 4 were a 
mark of respect to Mr. Arthur Sykes, 
who died on May 2. His son. full for- 
ward David Sykes, played that day at the 
express wish of his late father. 


FOOTSCRAY 


Two of the real marvels at Footscray 
are assistant coach Bill Findlay and Re- 
serve 18 coach Roy Evans. Despite ad- 
vancing years they do almost as much 
work as the players on training nights 
and can still show the youngsters a thing 
or two about stab kicking. 

The team has not fared too well, but 
club spirit remains high. There is no 
danger of that spirit diminishing while 
loyal players like, Ray Walker and Char- 
lie Evans are around. Both back pocket 
specialists, they have “shared” the posi- 
tion in the last two years, alternating 
between the seniors and the reserves. It 
has been a case of one having to wait 
till the other is injured before getting 
promotion, but botk have continued to 
give of their very best, whether playing 
for the first or reserves. 

Keep Robert Spurling well in mind. 
A nephew of former Bulldog star Bill 
Spurling, Robert is showing great form 
at centre half-forward with the reserves, 

The social committee, which raises 
money for the interstate end-of-season 
trips, holds a dance in the pavilion after 
each home game. Information regarding 
invitations from Bill Powell, 311-2992. 


GEELONG 





David Coburn of 3GL 





There must be occasions when all non 
playing coaches wish they could take the 
field themselves when things aren’t far- 
ing too well. This thought must have 
crossed former Geelong star player (now 
coach) Bob Davis’ mind when the Bomb- 
ers were forging ahead of the Cats in 
the second half of their game. 

Local business firms have made some 
magnificent awards available to Geelong 
players this season. Heaths Motors have 
provided a £1000 Consul Cortina Car 
Award — the biggest single trophy ever 
offered to a League club — to the player 
judged best for the season by an inde- 
pendent panel appointed by Heaths. 

Nice to see affable committeeman and 
former players Joe Tucker back at Gee- 
long. A hard working member for years, 
“Uncle” Joe has returned from an exten- 
sive overseas trip and got a wann wel- 
come from players and officials at train- 
ing last week. 

Reserve grade coaches play an impor- 
tant part in moulding players for the 
senior team and Geelong reserves coach 
Neil Tresize — a canny, deep thinker --- 
must have reason to rejoice at the good 
showing of his ‘pups’ recently. 


NTH. MELBOURNE 


— GEORGE STEWART 





North Melbourne is in line for the Dr. 
McClelland Trophy . . . twice recently 
all five North teams had a clean sweep, 
so are piling up the points for the award. 
This is a high tribute to the respective 
coaches. 

Ladies committee can take a bow for 
their catering at the recent buffet tea 
attended by players from the five 18's 
after training. Coach Alan Killigrew's 
address on the “Do's and Dont's of a 
League star” was the best I have heard 
at North for years. TV compere Tony 
Charlton was present but kept himself 
rather inconspicuous . . . must be looking 
for a game under “The Killer” 


Former North President, the Hon. A 
A, Calwell (Leader of the Federal Oppo- 
sition) attended the first two matches 
' this. season. 


Watch for reserves players Andrews, 
Allan, Hammond, Goode, Kelsey and 
McAuliffe. After their winning streak, 
these boys are knocking on the door for 
senior selection. 

Redan follower Bob Stewart showed he 
could adapt his game effortlessly in his 
baptism to League football this month. 

North's Annual Ball will be at Earl's 
Court, St. Kilda on June 28, tickets £3 
double, Players are reminded that a 
Saturday night dance will be held at 
the Federal Hotel. 





ST. KILDA 


— Clem Frost 





The good impression created by St. 
Kilda's four recruits in the opening 
game has been confirmed in matches 
since. St. Kilda is now confident it can 
go on. 

Jim Wallis played very well against 
Fitzroy, taking six marks in the packs 
in the third quarter and five goals dur- 
ing the match, 

While the committee and players are 
engaged in the serious business of win- 
ning matches, the social club have a very 
full programme, too. On Sunday, May 
26, male supporters will be entertained at 
the grounds with Arthur Lyster (3AW) 
as compere. The Annual Ball will be 
held at Leggett’s Ballroom, Prahran on 
Friday, June 14. Single tickets are 30/- 
each. 

A Sports Parade will be held at Leg 
gett’s on July 3 at 8 p.m., comprising a 
variety show and entertainment for the 
children (who will be admitted for only 
2/-). Adults tickets are 5/-. Mr. Light- 
foot, St. Kilda’s social secretary can be 
contacted at 331 Inkerman Street, East 
St. Kilda (telephone LB 2305). 


man for the Hawks. 


HAWTHORN 


— Harry Douglas 





In my book, there’s little doubt that 
Kevin Coverdale, the brilliant boy from 
Bairnsdale, is the “recruit of the season”. 
Kevin has everything that goes to make 
a champion. He baulks and double 
bautks adeptly, kicks with both feet, is 
fast and has a ton of courage. 


Phil Garwood (Launceston), who has 
now residential qualifications, looks like 
being a high swooping Hawk. In his 
debut against Mclbourne reserves at the 
M.C.G., he pulled down some really 
high ones and won the trophy for best 
Tt was some debut. 





Now that Graeme Cooper has built 
home he should have an outlook relativ- 
ely free from worry which should enable 
him to register his best season yet. He 
has been displaying his best form since 
1961 and has triggered off some moves 
which have brought full points. 

Cabaret Night for Hawthorn Football 
Club is Wednesday, June 26. Tickets 
(30/- per single) from Peter Rasmussen 
(WB 3481) 


LBOURNE 


— MAURIE GIBB 


M 





Frank Adams madc such an impression 
on TV recently, that he has already had 
an offer from a channel to accept a per- 
manent panel appointment when he final- 
ly hangs up his boots. Frank acquitted 
himself more than comparably with com- 
mentators of greater experience. How- 
ever, judged by his early season efforts, 
it will be some time yet before he quits 
the field for the camera. 


Ballarat recruit Graham Wise is not 
the only player-farmer with the Demons 
. » » Bob Carroll has just taken over a 
sheep property at Woori Yallock and we 
are certain he will succeed in his venture. 

Coach Norman Smith has reason to be 
proud of the number of his former play- 
ers who are now passing on his teachings 
to other teams. Noel McMahen, John 
Beckwith, Ian Ridley, Peter Cook and 
Tony Bull are among those to have 
coached their teams to premierships. 
Players from last year’s list who have be- 
come coaches include Laurie Mithen, 
Trevor Johnson, Clyde Laidlaw, lan 
Thorogood, Denis Jones and Felix Strac- 
hov. We hope they achieve premier- 
ships. 

The ‘Demons’ Annual Ball will be held 
in Kew City Hall on Tuesday, June 11. 
Tickets (30/- each) available from the 
social secretary (98-6358) or from official 
stalls at the M.C.G. 


TH. MELBOURNE 


— Kevin Holburt 





South secretary Alby Goodall and his 


committee must be feeling well satisfied 
with their recruiting of recent months. 
The young players have been shaping 
fairly well, the only fault of some being 
when they take a free kick, they have 
been running in too close to their oppon- 
ent before kicking the ball. 


Here’s ‘one for the birds’. . . 

Strong rumour at South that Ron 
Clegg and Jack Williams have been 
“spied on” by a pair of beady eyes at 
the Limerick Arms Hotel. The “spy” 
is the budgerigar in the bar at the 
Limerick, who is very noisy throughout 
the day but when “birdlovers” Ron Clegg 
and Jack Williams enter the bar, he 
stops his chatter immediately and looks 
on in stony silence 

The boys reckon he is either listening 
out for the press or is anxious to learn 
to play football. 


RICHMOND 


— Keith Yarnton 





Basil Maloney, who was operated on 
last month for appendicitis, was wel- 
comed back to the Richmond rooms this 
month, Basil is very keen to resume 
training and may do so at the end of the 
month. 

Superstition is seldom taken lightly by 
sportsmen, That is one reason why 
many shy clear of No. 13. However, 
this is NOT the case with 20 year-old 
Lance Behan from City South Football 
Club (Launceston). When placed on the 
Richmond list in 1962, he asked for No. 
13. Lance, a promising 6 ft. 4 in. 124 
stone ruckman, is not expected to be long 
out of the senior team this year 


Apologies to Roger and Joy Dean. In 
our last issue we mistakenly said they 
were to be married at the end of THIS 
season, when in fact they were married 
at the end of LAST season. 


BECOME A SUBSCRIBER 


—Have regular copies of “Footy 

Fan” posted, by completing this 
form and mailing to “FOOTY 
- “FOOTY FAN", 19 Howard St., 
West Melbourne, Victoria. 








Please send me the 1963 issues of 
“Footy Fan”, for which T enclose 
£1, which includes postage 


Name........ 
Address........ 
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MARKING 


Marking, particularly high marking, is 
one of the most spectacular features of 
our wonderful national game. 

What better satisfaction can a player 
have than taking a well judged high 
mark over the top of the pack? 

Before learning about high marking, it 
is essential to be able to take a chest 


mark. 

Chest Marking 

A chest mark is the trapping of the 
ball against the chest with the arms and 
hands. This trapping action is effected 
immediately the ball hits the chest, 

When chest marking, it’s important to 
remember to: 

@ Keep the elbows tucked right into the 
body. (This prevents possible injury 
and also leaves no loop-hole for a 
fist to come through and punch the 
‘ball away.) 

@ Hunch the body and really hug that 
ball.(This helps should a bump occur 
when marking.) 

@ Get the body right behind the ball — 
never mark side on, and 

@ Keep the eye on the ball. This is 
the most important point with mark- 
ing cither on the chest or over the 
head. 

How many times have you seen a ball 
bounce off a player's chest? If you have 
done it yourself, you will know what a 
fool you feel. I've done this in front of 
100,000 people, so will never forget my 
error. 

This happens because a player has 
taken his cye off the ball at the last 
split second, possibly while anticipating 
where he intends to dispose the ball once 
he has collected it. 

Remember, it’s a football “‘sin” to drop 
a chest mark and if the coach was hand- 
ing out penalties, this player would find 
himself in the football ‘jug’. 

High Marking 

High Marking is more difficult and re- 
quires much more practice. The spread- 
ing of the fingers is important and it is 
essential not to have the hands too tense. 
The thumb should be kept inwards. 

Correct timing of the leap is essential 
but as I said with kicking, timing is 
very hard to teach and can only be 
improved by constant practice. 

The player going for the high mark, 
should try to run into the ball in a 
straight line with the flight and again 
he should keep his eyes glued to the ball 
right from the time it is kicked. 
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His mental approach is important, He 
must concentrate completely on the ball 
to the exclusion of everything else. He 
must have confidence in his own ability 
to the point where he feels he won't be 
beaten, so will go for marks’ in a deter- 
mined manner. 

The ball should be marked in front of 
the head. This makes it difficult for the 
man behind to beat you. So when mark- 


ing against opposition try to manoeuvre © 


for the front position. This wins any 
free kicks that are going and if the ball 
is punched away, the man in front sees 
it first and is consequently first in the 
run for the ball. 

On a wet day, the hands should be 
flattened further. This prevents the wet 
ball slipping through. It is often better 
to let the ball hit the hands and “radle 
down for a chest mark. Again, this re- 
quires the front position. 

Marking from behind should be prac- 
ticed. The player should not make the 
mistake of looking where he is going to 
climb or whom he is going to climb on. 
If the umpire sees his eyes are not on the 
ball, he will rightly penalise him. 

Marking can be improved by bettering 
the spring. Exercises for this are similar 
to those used in high jumping. 

I have found throwing a football 
against a brick wall and marking it in 
the hands to be very effective. It im- 
proves the reflexes because the ball comes 
back at different angles and if directed 
about 13 feet from the wall, the ball 
comes back very quickly. This gives a 
player confidence in his hands. It also 
strengthens the hands and the fingers. 

I do not advocate chest marking on 
the training track. A player should be 
good enough at chest marking already 
ithout having to: practice something he 
can do when at training. It is much 
better to improve weaknesses at training, 
such as going in to meet every ball 








(never wait for the ball to come to you) 





your hands. This will help you to 
improve your high marking. 

Don't expect an immediate improve- 
ment, It may take a, whole season or 
more. If it is found that a lot of marks 
are dropped and as a result confidence 
sags, it is better to go back to taking 
chest marks again for a while before 
giving it another try. 

If the difficult art of high marking 
can be mastered and consistency main- 
tained, let me know and I'll send you a 
Form +. 
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@ IAN ROWLANDS (St. Kilda) 


Age 22. 5 ft. 9 ins, 11 st, 12 Ibs., 
rover. Ian Rowlands, who was leading 
goalkicker in 1961 is married and is a 
fitter and turner by trade. He came to 
the Saints from Wangaratta in 1960 and 
has since played 48 games and up till 
May 4 had kicked 46 goals. His biggest 
thrill was his first League game. [an 
greatly admires Bob Rose as a footballer 
and rates Bob Skilton his hardest oppon- 
ent. Tan also likes playing golf.—Clem 
Frost. 


© RODNEY EVANS (Richmond) 


Age 17, 5 ft. 10 ins, 10 st. 11 Ibs., 
wing. Rodney is playing on a six match 
permit from Edithvale-Aspendale and 
has given a good account of himself on 
the wing. He has a good chance of a 
full clearance when he has used up his 
permits. Rod. was born in Chelsea and 
educated at Caulfield Technical School. 
He lives in Edithvale and is an appren- 
tice plumber with the Gas and Fuel Cor- 
poration. He joined the Edithvale Un- 
der 17 team in 1960 and won their Most 
Consistent Player trophy. In 1961 he 
won the side’s Best and Fairest trophy 
and was runner-up for the competition. 
In 1962 he won the Best and Fairest in 
his competition and his club and cap- 
tained his team to a premiership. He 
enjoys dancing and during the summer 
does a lot of swimming and plays golf. 

—Keith Yarnton. 


BERNIE McCARTHY — NORTH MELBOURNE 


a’ ‘Haae 


KEN BECK — HAWTHORN 
‘i ee 





How Umpires are Appointed! 


Under the V.F-L. Articles of Associa- 
tion, the Umpires’ Appointment Board is 
entrusted with all duties associated with 
the selection and appointment of um- 
Pires. 

The Board was first appointed in 1930 
and has functioned ever sin Present 
composition of the Board is 
bers and the Umpires’ Advisor (Mr. 
Harry Clayton), all appointed annually 
by the League. These members are 
selected for their knowledge and experi- 
ence in various phases of football. Once 
the annual appointments have been made, 
the Board functions with complete inde- 
pendence. 

Each week the Board makes some 189 
appointments. In addition to appoint- 
ments to senior League and Reserve 
Grade matches, umpires are selected for 
16 Victorian Country Football League 
major leagues and 14 minor leagues. 

Appointments are also made to one 
Tasmanian group, the Metropolitan Lea- 
gue, Tramways Association and Schools, 
while V.F.L. boundary and goal umpires 
officiate at numerous country final mat- 
ches. Some idea of the magnitude of 
this task may be gained from the fact 
that various bodies paid a total of almost 
£40,000 for fees and expenses of appoin- 
tees during last season. 

Promotion Gradual 

Promotion to membership of the senior 
V-F.L. umpires’ panel is by no means 
cay. This is achieved only after lengthy 
experience in the Reserve Grade. There 
is no set probationary period which an 
umpire mist serve before promotion. His 
performances in "Reserve Grade and other 
matches are closely watched by members 
of the Umpires’ Appointment Board, and 
following satisfactory reports, an umpire 
will gradually achieve promotion to the 
senior ranks, 

‘The training an umpire must undergo 
is both exacting and continuous. Sum- 
mer classes are held, and umpires receive 
‘x good deal of early experience in junior 
matches. Before and throughout each 
season, some 150 umpires on the senior 
list must take part in two nights of train- 
ing under supervision weekly and must 








alto attend a weekly lecture given by 
Mr. Harry Clayton, Umpires’ Advisor. 





“We. ©. HOGAN, 1963 Choimen 
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The recruitment, selection, training 
and appointment of umpires is carefully 
controlled by the Umpires’ Appointment 
Board; for a high standard of football 
can only be maintained while umpiring 
is of the highest possible calibre. 


Statement By The Chairman 


Discussing umpiring generally, Mr. B. 
M. Hogan, 1963 Chairman, made the 
following comments: 

“With the continued increase in popu- 
larity of our code essential that the 
highest standard of umpiring be main- 
tained, not only in the city but through- 
out the country areas. 

“In order to achieve this objective, an 
intensive training and coacHing scheme 
for umpires has been introduced. 

In addition to the 189 umpires on the 
V-F.L. list, a further nursery of 320 um- 
pires is conducted by the Reserve Grade 
Umpires’ Appointment Board, From the 
Reserve Grade Body of umpires we have 
been able to obtain reinforcements each 
year for the V.F.L. list. By this method 
of standardised coaching we endeavour 
to achieve uniformity of interpretation 
and application of the laws of the game. 
A significant justification of the current 
coaching plan is that all umpires who 
have officiated ‘in league matches this 
season commenced their umpiring car- 
cers with the Reserve Grade Body. 

Efficient umpiring is an arduous task 
and one that demands a complete know- 
ledge of the laws of the game, mental 
alertness, tactful handling of tense situa- 
tions and exceptional physical fitness. 

“Practical experience is an essential 
requisite in umpiring and cannot be ob- 
tained other than by actual performance 
under various conditions. 

“One would be a super optimist to ex- 
pect every decision of the umpire to be 
accepted by all football followers, irre- 
spective of the team supported. Diver- 
sity, ef opinion, even amongst spectators, 
probably contributes to the interest and 
colour of our game. 


Humans Do Err 


“While we constantly seek umpiring 
perfection, we must not forget that um- 
pires are human = not robots — and 
therefore do err at times. 

“However, in their enthusiasm, some 
supporters are likely to overlook an error 
by a player, while an alleged error by an 
umpire is often regarded as a complete 
injustice to the team concerned. 

It should be realized that an umpire 
is required to make split second decisions 
while all outside the playing arena are 
more fortunate in being able to give the 
particular incident considerable thought 
and at times lengthy debate before deter- 
mining the accuracy of the decision. 

“The laws of the game are many and 
at times complex, but football enthusiasts 
should not overlook the fact that the laws 
of the game are made to help rather 
than hinder and to provide protection for 
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the fair player prepared to make the ball 
his objective. 

“A word to the young enthusiast who 
is interest in trying his skill as an um- 
pire — 

“Umpiring is a challenge. If you con- 
sider that you have above average cour- 
age, a character beyond reproach and 
desire exceptional physical fitness then 
you are the type of young man we are 
seeking to enrol in the annual summer 
school for prospective umpires. 

“Bach year for a period of nine weeks, 
commencing the first week in February, 
a school is conducted for prospective 
umpires, Lectures at the classes are 
given by Mr. Harry Clayton, Umpires 
Advisor assisted by Messrs Norman 
Grant and Frank Spokes, Assistant Um- 
pires Advisors. 

Lecture Series 

“At the end of the series of lectures, 
applicants are interviewed and selection 
made. If you are accepted into the list 
of umpires you will find that you have 
joined a dedicated body of youmg men 
who enjoy football for the sake of the 
sport and with whom you will be proud 
to be associated. 

“You will be under th¢.control and 
guidance of the Reserve Grade Umpires’ 
Appointment Board members Frank 
Spokes: These are qualified men, exper- 
ienced in the field of instruction to young 
umpires. 

“Your early stages of umpiring will be 
in junior competitions and progress will 
depend on your ability. 

“There is always the great incentive to 
succeed and eventually be promoted to 
the V.F.L. senior list of umpires where 
you are eligible to be chosen in the 
select group of six men who umpire our 
league matches. 

“Remember, there is always room at 
the top.” 
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More than 300,000 people watched 
the opening rounds of Australian Foot- 
ball in the four major States — a re- 
markable figure on a population basis: 
Melbourne topped the list when 174,640 
watched six V.F.L, matches — an aver- 
age of 29,308 at each match. 


New ground was broken in Queensland 
this week when teams from Ipswich, 32 
miles from Brisbane, and the Gold Coast 
played the curtain-raiser to the Queens- 
land-New South Wales Interstate match 
at Brisbane Cricket Ground which the 
Queenslanders won 15.16 to 13.11. In 
the early game Ipswich displayed sur- 
prising form to win comfortably. Perth. 
which did not make the four last year 
is the only undefeated team after four 
rounds of a tight and interesting series. 


Ron Evans Accurate 


Ron Evans is kicking with reasonable 
accuracy for West Perth and at the time 
of going to press had booted 14.11 to be 
third on the list to Austin Robertson. 
“Robbie”, the son of the former South 
Melbourne champion, has kicked 16.7. 
He topped the list last year with 89.40 
and has since been coveted by several 
League Clubs 


North Adelaide could be the glamour 
side this season in ADELAIDE. Sixth 
last year, they share top place with Ports 
and are playing with a brilliance and 
determination not seen from them. for 
several seasons. 


TASMANIAN selectors are very 
happy. The Tasmanian League defeated 
the N.T.F.A. in the first of the intra- 
State matehes 25.16 to 13.15 last Sat- 
urday and claim they have developed a 
few stars who will strengthen the State 
team wher. it tours South and Western 
Australia in a few weeks. 





In Club football, all eyes are on New 
Norfolk who.have jumped from “bottom 
to tops” with three wins in four matches 
under local boy Trevor Leo. 


Leo refused several inviting offers to 
transfer to the Mainland after displaying 
his brilliant form in the ANFC Cham- 
pionship at Brisbane in 1961. 


Canberra League is in for a good 
season — and so is Keith Bromage who 
bolted in with the goal kicking trophy 
lastseason. The former Collingwood and 
Fitzroy star kicked) 10 goals against 
‘Turnet in the opening match and appears 
to be in great form. 






I went to a St. Kilda barber's shop 
the other day (now don’t be nasty, 
there's still some on the back and sides), 
and after a while he said to me —“It's 
easily seen you've retired as there was 
once a time you wouldn’t dare let any 
St.. Kilda barber cut your hair!” “ 

Whether this is true or false matters 
not, for soon we were deeply involved in 
football and one topic jumped to another. 

We recalled the appointment of Dr. 
Don Cordner, ex-Melbourne skipper and 
Brownlow Medallist, to the League Tri- 
bunal which revived memories of my first 
ever Tribunal case back in 1950 when I 
reported Timmie Robb of Footscray for 
kicking the ‘Doc’. 








DON CORDNER—Hilarious Explonotion. Age phote, 

When we fronted the Tribunal on the 
Tuesday it was a wet and bitterly cold 
winter's night and the Chairman of the 
Tribunal, Mr. Hammond, felt extremely 
sorry for having to bring Doctor Cordner 
out on such a bleak night. The case was 
an interesting one, and was about a line 
until Don gave his evidence- 

The ‘Doc’ verified he had received a 
kick in the pit of the stomach, but said 
he felt it was an accident. This evidence 
and some hilarious medical explanations 
by the Doc lightened the whole atmos- 
phere of the Tribunal and Tim was found 


- not guilty and given the benefit of the 


doubt. 
‘Players Must Stick’ 

Upon leaving the Tribunal, Don and 
I walked together towards his car and I 
can still remember him placing his arm 
around my shoulder and saying “Don't 
get too discouraged Harry, you know we 
players must stick together”. 

I have had very many interesting ex- 
cursions to the Tribunal down tlte years 
and another occasion in which there was 
quite a deal of fun after the case was 
the night Bob Brooker. ex-North Mel- 


MPIE’S 
SCRAP 


BOOK 


bourne Captain faced the Tribunal on a 
charge of having struck Richmond's dual 
Brownlow Medallist Roy Wright. This 
case was a difficult one for me as Bol) 
was one of the best friends I had made 
in football, but the Umpire’s job is not 
one where he can show favour and so 
Bob was reported. 

There’s no risk Roy Wright's testimony 
was responsible for Bob being found inno- 
cent, and after the hearing one of the 
Tribunal members remarked in an aside 
to Roy — “You know, there’s a four 
weeks penalty for misleading evidence.” 


‘I Let You Down’ 


This case in one of my greatest memor- 
ies because, when it was all over, I went 
to Bob, shook him by the hand and said, 
“Well, all the best, that’s over now and 
completely forgotten” and Bob replied, 
still shaking my hand and looking me 
straight in the eye. I want to apologize 
sincerely to you Harry for having placed 
you in this embarrassing position. We 
players know we have a friend in you 
and I let you down badly on Saturday—- 
it won't happen again", And neither it 
did! . 

The last time I saw Bob, strangely 
enough, was at the races. Bob helped 
his father train horses. I am only a 
“once a year” visitor to a race track and 
on this day Bob had a horse running and 
it won—so I'd say we're all sqaure! 

But reverting to Dr. Don Cordner's 
appointment to the Victorian Football 
League Tribunal, he comes fairly well 
qualified as for some years past now Don 
has been chairman of the local Tribunal 
in the Diamond Valley League. It is 
good to® see ex-champion players pre- 
pared to put back, in an honorary capac- 
ity, some time and éffort to a game 
which has made their names immortal 
in our State. 
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A 
@ NEIL CROMPTON (Melbourne) 


Age 26, 5 ft. 10 ins, 12 st. 5 Ibs., 
back pocket, Neil has been with Mel- 
bourne since 1957 excepting during 1961 
when he transferred to Glenelg in S.A. 
He formerly played as a rover and for- 
ward pocket very efficiently, but since 
returning to Melbourne in 1962, he has 
played in the back pocket and has de- 
veloped into one of the safest in that 
position in the League. He originally 
came from Ormond to Melbourne and 
has played 48 games with the Demons: 
Neil is a Life Assurance salesman with 
the A.M.P. Society and won Melbourne's 
Most Consistent Player Award. During 
the summer he also stars for Melbourne 
Cricket Club as a forcing left hand bats- 
man. He has played in the Victorian XI 





GEELONG WAS THERE (Continued) 


Mr. Charles Brownlow, club secretary 
for 28 years and one of the founders of 
the V.F.L. It also produced in brilliant 
centreman, the late E. G. “Carji” 
Greeves, first winner of the Brownlow 
Medal in 1924. And it became the only 
League side in which six brothers have 
played — they were Phil, Jack, Tom, 
Joe, Jim and Harry McShane, 

In the '30’s Geelong produced in star 
forward George Moloney, the first player 
to kick ten or more goals in consecutive 
games, That record stood for 20 years 
until John Coleman kicked 10, 11 and 10 
goals in successive games in 1953. 


1931 — Best Side? 
Geelong gained their second League 
pennant in 1931 with what many good 
judges believe to have been the most 
capable side ever fielded by the club. It 
was led by Ted Baker and it included 
Reg Hickey, George Moloney and Jack 
Collins, one of the greatest centre half 

forwards the game has known. 


In 1937, Geelong won its third flag 
defeating Collingwood by 18-14 to 12-18 
in what is generally acknowledged to 
have been the classic Grand Final of all 
time. It was one of the finest exhibitions 
of our code ever seen in a Grand Final. 


That Geelong side was led by Reg 


Hickey and included such fine players 
as Len Metherell, J. Hardiman: and H. 


Hardiman, Joe Selwood, Hawking Ark- 
lay, Coles and Quinn. 

Geelong withdrew from the League 
competition during the war years 1942 
and 1943, Wartime restrictions on trans- 
port made it impossible to bring a team 
to Melbourne or take one to Geelong. 
The old club re-entered the League in 
1944 and in 1951 and 1952 fielded a 
streamlined, sternly disciplined side 
whose cracking pace set a new pattern 
in League football. 


The speedy Cats set a new record by 


* winning 23 consecutive matches in’ 1952 


and 1953. They defeated Essendon 11-15 
to 10-10 to win the 1951 flag and troun- 
ced Collingwood in the Grand Final of 
1952, 13-8 to 5-10 to take their fifth 
League premiership. 





@ PAUL DORAN (Essendon) 


Age 23, 6 ft- 1% ins, 13 st, 2 Ibs, 
full back. Paul Doran has three big in- 
terests, his fiancee, his football and duck 
shooting. He started his career with 
Essendon in 1959 as a full forward and 
ruckman but has since found his position 
at full back, having played 48 games. 
He has found John Dugdale his hardest 
opponent and admired Jack Clarke more 
than any other player. Best aspect of 
his game is his long kicking and he likes 
a fast, open game.—Mal Stewart. 








on occasions.—Maurie Gibb. 

7.45 pum. (98R and 3YB)—THE “FOOTY FAN" SHOW (Ron Borrassi, 
FOOTBALL Harry Baitzel, Lindsay Stewart, Bruce Skeggs), comments, 

7.45 p.m. (30B)—Comment (Alf. Brown). 

ON THE AIR “us on 
8.30 a.m, (By —Fontal Preview (Jack Dyer, Doug Elliot, Craig 
SSRI—THE “FOOTY FAN" SHOW (replay of select 

MONDAY m (xt fon ‘Ipoh ‘bovis no 


6.30 p.m. (3AR}—Sporting Highli 
£:44 fim: (3GLI—Geelong Foctbel! Civb Roundup (Bob Davis) 



















TUESDAY 

$20 pm. {9ARI—Sponting Mahliohi 

8:30 p.m. ts Cavalcade (Roy Wright's segment). 
WEDNESDAY 

6.90 p.m, (3AR)—Sporting Highlights. 

6.30 p.m. (3GL)—Graham ees Show 
br 30 pom. [2AR}—Sporting Highliohts 

. porting ights. 

6.44 {3GL|—Junior outs 1 Report (Bob McHenry) 

9.00 pam. [SYB}—Lecel” festoell preview. 

9.00 (3DB)—Football Report (Ron Cas Richards, A. Nosh) 

9.00 (Bez) Footbal Roundup (Phil. bs, Rey iy 

9.30 p.m. (3 "s teams—V.F.i., Geelon & amat. 

9.30 rerio review IGoorge: Andrew, hed Ri Ripon) 

9.45 preview of local teams. 

945 ams for Saturday (Norman Banks). 
10.00 yams and comments (Jack Dyer) 
FRIDAY s 

6.15 p.m. (3GL)—The “FOOTY FAN SHOW" (Ron Barassi, Horry 

Beltzel, Lindsay Stewart, Bruce Skeggs), comments, le. 

6.30 p.m, GAR ea we and Association preview. 

6.30 p.m. aAR) TSVA—Kevin Dennis Sports Porade (Mike William- 

6.30 p.m. Football Grandstand (Ron Casey ond experts) 

6.45 p.m. THE “FOOTY FAN'' SHOW (Ron Barassi, Horry 

Lindsay. Stewart, js), comments etc. 

7.15 p.m. (36 ir rd win, Bob Davis} 

7.30 p.m. eee —Morrsy Valley League previ 

7.30 p.m. (3AR|—Preview of League Games, interview with foot- 

730 wn, Belg oF reek (Thorold ‘Mere 

90 pu 


m. (ABV2)—Facus on Football—preview of Saturd 
interview with footbaler as ds 
(Harry ies Jock Dyer, Laurie Nash, Tony Ongarello, 
Thowls Merrsit, Roy ‘Wiight|—arranged ond compered 
Ken Dakin 
7.20 pm. (BAW Meet the Captains ond preview of match to be 
covered Saturday (Norman Banks}. 


Panel dist@sion 
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moleruat Footy, Sea 
AN SHOW enti ‘epi 
alk i (ea Fa ae 
lene wal 
rOOTT, SHOW (replay of select tlone) 
Football Stop. Prete (Phil Gibbs! “Horty Beit 
Too'pm. MAbvEs teagse fond Auselation progress scores, lect 
felecast_ V.F.A. match. 
1.25 p.m. (3GL]—Geelong reserve ‘match lost quarter (David Coburn) 


sors—Geelong Gas 
2.10 im. (36LI-—DESCRIPTION OF THE GEELONG GAME, sponsored 
by Heaths Motors and Brights Stores (Leo O'Halloran. Ivor 


2.15 p.m. (3SR. and, SUL DESCRIPTION OF LOCAL MATCH OF DAY. 
2:15 p.m.—DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS V.F.L. MATCHES (see guide 
Belowl: Ken Dakin, Noot Bailey, Thorold Morret aa 
Phit. Gibbs, Harry Beltzel, il Stokes (9K 
Doug Elliot, Craig Kelly’ (3XY) Eley Boog 
Horwood SAW), George Andrew, Ted Ri nor (302); Ron 














p.m. (3DB)—Final Scores. 

bom. (308)—Final, Scores, 

Pam. report. 

P.m. ied sores all, matches hii 

pm. League Replay—two match highlights. 
$.10 p.m. (3GL1—Full League Scores 
6.20 pum. (SAR}—-Round-up of League, Association & country scores, 
6.30 p.m. (HSV7|—Footy feplay—last quarter of match of the day 

Nigra} 
6.45 p.m. (3UI y8) local sporting results. 
8:45 Bim: (AW) Football Foren (Norman Banks, Doug. Heywood). 
7.09 bum. (39R)-—aporting revuls, 
7:00 p.m: MI Inquest (Mike Willi ‘and panel). 
7.15 p.m: wee Review with all League" ond Association 
7.20 pam. (S6U--Ge ols description last quarter. 
8.00 p.m: (aBVa1 Foote Roundup—review by ‘expert “panel” of 
day's matches, 
SUNDAY 


8.30 a.m. (3UL)—Report on 

9-90 a.m. [9XV}—-Review leek ‘Dyer, Doug Elliot, Craig Kelly, 
John Jomes). 

12 noon (GTV9)—Tony Charlton Football Show. 

12 noon (HSV7}—World of Sport (Ron Casey and panel of experts). 


PAUL DORAN — ESSENDON 
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“MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 4-7 PM. 
SUNDAYS - - - 8 AM.-1230 P.M. 


